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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to find out which public universities offer Islamic religious education. This essay takes a
qualitative approach to its analysis. Data were gathered using research techniques from libraries. Finding pertinent
literary materials, including books, articles, and online publications, as well as scientific research, that address Islamic
education in the digital era was the first step in the study. Additionally, the best sources of information were chosen for
the research topic. The study's findings suggest that the following subjects are covered in Islamic Religious Education in
Public Universities: The topics covered include Humans and Religion, Islamic Religion, Islamic Religion's Sources,
Islamic Teachings' Basic Framework, Aqidah, Sharia, Worship, Mu'amalah, Morals, Piety, Knowledge in Islam, and
Islamic Science Discipline. Islamic religious education is taught as a general foundations course in public universities,
and it plays a vital role in the process of imparting knowledge as well as changing students' attitudes and behaviors.
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INTRODUCTION

In the digital age, there are countless chances for Islamic education to increase accessibility,
provide cutting-edge teaching strategies, and deepen religious understanding. In a culture that is
becoming more interconnected on a global scale, digital technology can be a potent tool for
improving religious understanding and closing the educational divide. The greater accessibility of
Islamic education on a global scale in the digital era is one of its many advantages. People all across
the world now have access to high-quality Islamic educational resources because of digital
technology. People can gain a deeper grasp of the teachings of Islam by clicking on interpretations of
ancient texts, the Quran, hadith, and other Islamic sources. Additionally, this makes it possible for
Islamic knowledge to proliferate globally, enhancing people's knowledge of and comprehension of
Islam in a culture that is becoming more interconnected (Abdullah, 2017).

Digital devices are becoming more and more necessary in Islamic education, which is
normatively regarded as an ideal education that combines the idea of secular and Ukrainian balance,
which is based on the foundation of Revelation (Al-Quran and Hadith) and Ijtihad (Creation of
Thought in Islam). Facilitating diverse educational programs and activities at the stages of planning,
carrying out, and assessing is the aim. Islamic education needs to change or be able to change in the
digital age in order to stay ahead of other educational approaches (Abidin, Z., 2020).
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In order to position itself as a leader in high-quality education within the context of Indonesia
and the advancement of global civilization, Islamic education is expected to be able to make the most
of all available resources to grasp the potential presented by the digital era (Muhaimin, 2012). It is
imperative to provide strategic measures that account for the present and prospects. Naturally, the
actions and tactics used will be thorough and integrated rather than sporadic and transient. Various
elements of the Islamic education system, such as objectives, personnel, curriculum, environment,
evaluation, and various other elements, must be included in a determined strategy that covers a range
of aspects from planning, organizing, implementing, monitoring, and evaluation.

Therefore, Islamic education may maximize its resources if it is properly conceived and
implemented. Put differently, the task of generating graduates with exceptional knowledge, abilities,
and moral qualities presents a challenge for Islamic education. Islamic education encompasses a
wide range of activities, such as forming people in accordance with Islamic standards, acting as
genuine servants of Allah, and preserving and developing human resources. God's caliph.

METHOD

Islamic Education in the Digital Age: Challenges and Opportunities' is the theme of the
literature study, which attempts to gather relevant material about. Finding pertinent literary materials,
including books, articles, and online publications, as well as scientific research, that address Islamic
education in the digital era was the first step in the study. Additionally, the best sources of
information were chosen for the research topic. Furthermore, a thorough study and critical analysis
of the content from each chosen source was done in order to determine the potential and challenges
that Islamic education in the digital age faces: 'Challenges and potential'. The development of
pertinent data enables a thorough comprehension of the opportunities and challenges that come with
the digital age, including increased access to learning resources and the use of digital media. These
are arranged and classified according to the theme of Islamic education in the digital media era. The
challenges include shifting educational paradigms, technology integration, and student skill
development. The researchers thoroughly describe their examination of a few chosen sources in this
narrative, connecting the results to pertinent theories and ideas about Islamic education and the
advancement of digital technology: opportunities and difficulties.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The study's findings should deepen our understanding of the potential and difficulties facing
Islamic education in the digital age and aid in the creation of adaptable educational policies and
practices that suit the demands of the moment. Gilster's 1990 introduction of the notion of digital
literacy may have some bearing on how digital technology is transforming Islamic education. The
ability to comprehend and apply information from a variety of digital sources, as well as the capacity
to exercise critical thought while assessing information from the media, is known as digital literacy.
digital. The employment of technology was not novel in the early Islamic world; rather, it was a key
factor in the development of that great civilization at that time. This lends credence to the notion that
multimedia technology use is not regarded as haram in Islamic law and is allowed if it significantly
advances humankind.

Table 1: Islamic Education in the Digital Age: Findings from Literature Review
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Theme / Aspect

Key Findings

Source / Reference

Purpose of Study

Deepen understanding of potentials and challenges of Islamic education in the digital age;
inform adaptable policies and educational practices.

Literature Review

Digital Literacy

- Critical for assessing and applying information from diverse digital sources. - Supports the
transformation of Islamic education in the digital era.

Gilster, 1990

Historical Use of
Technology

- Early Islamic civilization used technology as a key factor in societal development. -
Multimedia is permissible if it benefits humanity.

Literature Review

Islamic Values
and Education

- Emphasis on morality and adaptability. - Education encouraged across various fields,
including multimedia technology.

Abidin, 2020; Azra, 2012;
Arifin, 2010; Lestari, 2010

Strategic Role of
Islamic Education

- Serves as a foundation for advancing Islamic civilization. - Requires trustworthy personnel,
strong work ethic, robust administration, sufficient financial resources, and political will.

Camilleri, 2020; Arifin,
2010

Human Resource
Development

- Quality of institutions depends on capable human resources. - Technical skills: knowledge,
professionalism, competitiveness. - Non-technical skills: creativity, modern attitudes,
productivity. - Includes students, educators, leaders, staff.

Suroso et al., 2021

Competencies for

- Proficiency in Islamic education fundamentals, curriculum, evaluation, management, ICT,

Education communication, and foreign languages (Arabic, English). Literature Review

Personnel

Student Potential - Optimal development of physical, spiritual, and intellectual potential produces competent . .
. . . . . . . Literature Review

Development academics, impacting national character aligned with Islamic teachings.

Challenges in the
Digital Age

- Content authenticity, quality of education, access inequality, digital divide. - Internal
issues: management, production, direction of education. - External issues: ideological
conflicts.

Arifin; Tilar

Opportunities in
the Digital Age

- Enhance assessment, monitoring, innovation, creativity, interactive learning, global
accessibility. - Facilitate inter-institutional cooperation and global knowledge dissemination.

Literature Review

Content
Legitimacy

- Ensuring authenticity and reliability of digital content is critical. - Requires oversight to
prevent misinformation and non-Islamic content.

Abidin, 2023; Damayanto et
al., 2022

Access and Equity

- Digital infrastructure gaps and economic disparities affect accessibility. - Digital
technology enables global reach if access disparities are addressed.

Rahmatullah et al., 2022

Global Impact

- Online platforms increase access to high-quality Islamic education. - Promotes cross-
cultural understanding and tolerance. - Expands Islamic education to wider audiences

Literature Review

worldwide.

Islam consistently highlights the value of morality and the capacity to adjust to changing
circumstances. It also promotes education across a range of subjects, including closely connected
sciences and multimedia technologies. According to Abidin, Islam consistently highlights the value
of morality and the capacity to adjust to new circumstances, meaning that there is no debate or
disagreement among the ulama over their stringent prohibition of multimedia usage (Abidin, Z.,
2020). Islam also promotes knowledge acquisition among its people in a variety of subjects,
including those directly linked to multimedia technology (Azra, 2012; Arifin, 2010; Lestari, 2010).
Islamic education in the global community must serve as a testing ground for the advancement of
Islamic civilization. Islamic education is crucial to the survival or continuance of Islam, as Arifin has
shown. in addition to defining the nature of society among Muslims. In light of this assertion and in
order to address the several issues highlighted above, Islamic education needs trustworthy personnel,
a strong work ethic and commitment, administration built on solid systems and infrastructure,
sufficient financial resources, strong political will, and exceptional standards. In order for Islamic
education to thrive in the digital age and be able to provide an alternative response to a range of
humanitarian issues, it is necessary to have a solution strategy (Camilleri, 2020).

Enhancing the caliber of human resources is vital for Islamic education to effectively
navigate the digital landscape. Improving the standard of Islamic education will be significantly
impacted by the caliber of human resources, both in terms of institutions and other factors. It is
envisaged that human resources possessing the necessary skills, knowledge, and experience will be
able to use all of the resources at their disposal to improve Islamic education. Technical and non-
technical competencies are directly associated with the quality of human resources in question.
Technical competences are skills, knowledge, and professionalism that are absolutely necessary to
achieve the competitiveness of the country in the global period (Suroso et al., 2021). Non-technical
abilities, on the other hand, such as inventiveness and contemporary attitudes and behaviors, will
significantly boost productivity. In this context, human resources encompass not just students but
also leaders, instructors, staff members, and education workers. Capable and proficient in
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discharging their responsibilities and exercising their authority, human resources are the desired
quality. Proficiency and professionalism in performing duties have become essential and in great
demand. It is probable that Islamic educational institutions' programs and operations won't function
at their best if they lack qualified and trustworthy human resources.

The emergence of graduates who are less competitive in many spheres of life and who do not
master their disciplines is more concerning. A thorough understanding of Islamic education,
including its fundamentals, objectives, human resources, curriculum, evaluation, and other aspects,
as well as proficiency in foreign languages like Arabic and English and effective communication
techniques, managerial administration or management of Islamic education, and mastery of
information and communication technology devices are all crucial components that leaders,
educators, and education personnel in Islamic educational institutions need to focus on to improve
the quality of human resources in Islamic educational institutions. Students are parties whose
resources are fully developed, notably physical, spiritual, and intellectual potential, in addition to
those directly involved in the development of Islamic education. The optimal development of these
three potentials will result in the birth and advantages of excellent academics, which will impact the
nation's character and quality in alignment with religious teachings and life philosophy.

Islamic education has both complicated prospects and challenges in the digital age. The
primary obstacles encompass content authenticity and dependability, educational quality,
accessibility, and the digital divide. However, there are chances to improve assessment and
monitoring, foster innovation and creativity, use interactive and creative learning approaches, and
boost worldwide accessibility through the wise use of digital technology. It is critical to apply
progressive guidance mechanisms and make use of pertinent theories, including constructivist
learning, digital literacy, and curriculum creation, in order to handle these issues. The challenges
posed by the digital age might serve as a springboard for examining the many flaws in traditional
Islamic education as well as for identifying its merits. The public's access to educational information
and programs, the chance to participate as best one can in a variety of fields, and mutual openness,
including growing prospects to fortify cooperation with various inter-institutional bodies, are
currently among the great opportunities for the development and advancement of the world of
Islamic education in particular.

Ensuring the legitimacy and authenticity of content given through digital technology is one of
the main issues facing Islamic education in the digital age. Strict oversight is required in this age of
instantaneous and plentiful information to stop the spread of erroneous, misleading, or non-Islamic
content. The obstacles to Islamic education that have been brought up are numerous and diverse,
encompassing both internal and external factors. Arifin claims that the management, production, and
direction of education are among the internal issues that Islamic education must contend with.
According to Tilar, quality is the largest obstacle in education. Conversely, the conflict between the
world's main ideologies presents an external challenge. Digital technology offers materials that align
with Islamic beliefs and can serve as a reliable and authentic source of information (Abidin, Z.,
2023; Damayanto, et al., 2022). There are issues with the technology's accessibility gap as well. In
certain regions, insufficient availability of technological infrastructure may restrict the reach of
Islamic instruction via digital channels. The ability of Islamic education to use digital technologies
can also be impacted by economic disparities. The disparity needs to be closed, and Islamic
education via digital technology needs to be available to everyone in society. Nonetheless, there is a
significant chance of success in this endeavor. Access to Islamic education can now be expanded
globally thanks to digital technologies (Rahmatullah et al., 2022).

People from all over the world can access high-quality Islamic educational resources through
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online platforms. By doing this, religious information is dispersed globally, and tolerance and
understanding of other cultures are raised. Islamic education can assist Muslims worldwide and
reach a larger audience with the appropriate strategy. The lives of people today have been
profoundly impacted by the digital age. The technological advancements of this period have brought
about improvements and growth in many spheres of existence. The existence and impact of
information and communication technology (ICT) in the digital age cannot be divorced from Islamic
education as a subsystem of national education (Hashim, 2018; Shutaleva et al., 2019). In order to
improve the way they deliver education, universities must own and use information and
communication technology (ICT). It is no longer a choice. According to Ahmad Muflihin et al., the
following stages of the guidance mechanism can be implemented in an attempt to increase digital
literacy (Ahmad Muflihin & et al., 2020):

1) Spreading knowledge about the value of safeguarding personal information and the risks
associated with careless data usage.

2) Instructing students in etiquette and morality when engaging in cyberspace, as the
internet is an extension of the real world and demands similar conduct.

3) Guidance on locating reliable information sources and preventing the dissemination of
fake news (hoaxes) by imparting the skill of verifying the veracity of information before
accepting it.

4) Emphasizing the value of using the internet, avoiding wasting time on pointless
activities, and teaching kids the value of being selective while gathering information.

5) Promoting a spirit of harmony and mutual respect in the digital sphere, abstaining from
cyberbullying, and instructing pupils on how to resolve disagreements amicably and
without resorting to bullying.

In light of this, Islamic education needs to promptly advance and get ready to play a more
active role in it. This period has brought forth a lot of obstacles as well as possibilities. The options
provided may actually be a great way for Islamic education to gain credibility and position itself as a
competitive advantage among the world's civilizations.

CONCLUSION

A key tenet of the use of digital technology in Islamic education is the idea of Islamic
education in the digital age, which calls for the development of critical thinking abilities in the
assessment of information from digital media. Digital technology has enormous potential to improve
religious education and enhance the experience when used wisely. Challenges and opportunities in
the Age of Islamic Education: The digital age presents opportunities for worldwide access and
interactive learning techniques, but it also presents challenges related to content validity and
accessibility. It's critical to promote internet etiquette, cultivate digital literacy, and stop fake news
from spreading.

Z1JEd: Zabags International Journal of Education 13 |Page



Islamic Education Policy in the Digital Age: Prospects and Difficulties
Irjus Indrawan, et al., Volume (2), Issue (1), (April 2024)

REFERENCES

Abdullah, M. A. (2017). Islamic studies in higher education in Indonesia: Challenges, impact and
prospects for the world community. Al-Jami'ah: Journal of Islamic Studies, 55(2), 391-426.

Abidin, A. Z. (2023). The influence of digital leadership and digital collaboration on the digital skill of
manufacturing managers in Tangerang. International Journal of Artificial Intelligence
Research, 6(1.1).

Abidin, Z. (2020). Educational Management of Pesantren in Digital Era 4.0. Jurnal Pendidikan Agama
Islam, 17(2), 203-216.

Abidin, Z., Kuswanto, K., & Ismawati, S. I. (2023). Education Based on Innovation and Creativity in
Improving the Competitiveness of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. Zabags International
Journal Of Engagement, 1(1), 28-34.

Abidin, Z., Kuswanto, K., & Nurdianingsih, F. (2023). Inclusive Education Learning Model for
Students with Learning Difficulties. Zabags International Journal Of Education, 1(1), 19-24.

Achmadi, (2008), cet ke-2, Ideologi Pendidikan Islam: Paradigma Humanisme Teosentris,
Yogyakarta, Pustaka Pelajar.

Ahmad Muflihin dan Toha Makhshun, “Peran Guru Pendidikan Agama Islam dalam Meningkatkan
Literasi Digital Siswa sebagai Kecakapan Abad 21,” TA’DIBUNA: Jurnal Pendidikan
Agama Islam, 3.1 (2020), 91-103 (hal. 100-101).

Ahmad, Fathoni, Tantangan Pendidikan di Era Digital, Bagaimana Menyikapinya?,
http://madrasah.kemenag.go.id/didaktika/96/tantangan-pendidikan-di-eradigitalbagaimana-
menyikapinya.html,

Ahmed, A., Abidin, Z., & Mahfooz, A. (2023). The Urgency of Islamic Education Management in
Era Globalization. Zabags International Journal Of Education, 1(2), 82-90.

Ali, Suryadharma, (2013), Paradigma al-Qur’an: Reformasi Epistemologi Keilmuan Islam, Malang,
UIN-Maliki Press.

Arifin, Ahmad, (2010), cet ke-1, Politik Pendidikan Islam: Menelusuri Ideologi dan Aktualisasi
Pendidikan Islam di Tengah Arus Globalisasi, Yogykarta, Penerbit Teras.

Azra, Azyumardi, (2012), cet ke-1, Pendidikan Islam: Tradisi dan Modernisasi di Tengah Tantangan
Milenium III, Jakarta, Kencana.

Camilleri, M. (2020). Higher education marketing communications in the digital era. In Strategic
marketing of Higher education in Africa (pp. 77-95). Routledge.

Damayanto, A., Bangkara, B. A., Abidin, A. Z., Heryani, A., & Maruf, 1. R. (2022). Management
Challenges for Academic Improvement in Higher Education in The Digital Era. Nazhruna:
Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 5(2), 572-592.

Darmawan, Deni, 2012, Teknologi Pembelajaran, Bandung, Remaja Rosdakarya. Darmawan, Deni,
2013, cet ke-2, Pendidikan Teknologi Informasi dan Komunikasi, Bandung, Remaja
Rosdakarya.

Daulay, Haidar Putra, (2012), cet ke-3, Pendidikan Islam dalam Sistem Pendidikan Nasional di
Indonesia, Jakarta, Kencana.

Hasan, N., Rosadi, K., & Hidayat, H. (2023). Cooperative Learning Through Online Media to
Improving Islamic Religious Education Learning Outcomes of Students at Junior High
School. Zabags International Journal Of Education, 1(2), 52-61.

Hashim, H. (2018). Application of technology in the digital era education. /nternational Journal of
Research in Counseling and Education, 1(2), 1.

Lestari, S. dan Ngatini, (2010), cet ke-1, Pendidikan Islam Kontekstual, Yogyakarta, Pustaka Pelajar.

Lintangsari, A. P., Emaliana, 1., & Kusumawardani, I. N. (2022). Improving learners’ critical
thinking and learning engagement through Socratic Questioning in Nominal Group
Technique. Studies in English Language and Education, 9(2), 705-723.

Z1JEd: Zabags International Journal of Education 14 |[Page



Islamic Education Policy in the Digital Age: Prospects and Difficulties
Irjus Indrawan, et al., Volume (2), Issue (1), (April 2024)

Mahdi, O. R., Nassar, I. A., & Almuslamani, H. A. 1. (2020). The Role of Using the Case Studies
Method in Improving Students’ Critical Thinking Skills in Higher Education. International
Journal of Higher Education, 9(2), 297-308.

Mirnawati. (2024). Management Boarding School SMAIT: Character Education, Religious, and
Disciplined. Zabags  International ~ Journal of  Islamic  Studies, 1(2), 36-45.
https://doi.org/10.61233/zijis.v1i2.6

Muhaimin, (2012), cet ke-2, Pemikiran dan Aktualisasi Pengembangan Pendidikan Islam, Jakarta,
Rajawali Pers.

Muhammad Zulazizi Mohd Nawi, “Transformasi Pengajaran dan Pembelajaran Multimedia dalam
Pendidikan Islam: Satu Perbincangan: Transformation of Multimedia Teaching

O. Nyumba, T., Wilson, K., Derrick, C. J., & Mukherjee, N. (2018). The use of focus group
discussion methodology: Insights from two decades of application in conservation. Methods
in Ecology and Evolution, 9(1), 20-32.

Pitri, A., Nilfatri, N., Othman, N., & Ghufron, M. A. (2024). The Province of Jambi’s Madrasah
Education Development Strategy: Integrating Contemporary and Conventional
Methods. Zabags  International Journal  of  Islamic Studies, 1(1), 15-21.
https://doi.org/10.61233/zijis.v1il.3

Puspitasari, R., Wulandari, T., & Pitri, A. (2023). The Urgency of Changing Student Behavior in
Classroom Learning After the Covid-19 Pandemic. Zabags International Journal Of
Education, 1(1), 37-42.

Rahmatullah, A. S., Mulyasa, E., Syahrani, S., Pongpalilu, F., & Putri, R. E. (2022). Digital era 4.0:
The contribution to education and student psychology. Linguistics and Culture Review, 6(S3),
89-107.

Rochbani, I. T. N., & Nurdianingsih, F. (2023). Educational Supervision: An Analysis of Models,
Approaches, And Techniques of Educational Supervision in Higher Education. Zabags
International Journal Of Education, 1(2), 73-81.

Shutaleva, A. V., Kerimov, A. A., & Tsiplakova, Y. V. (2019). Humanization of education in digital
era.

Suroso, A., Hendriarto, P., Mr, G. N. K., Pattiasina, P. J., & Aslan, A. (2021). Challenges and
opportunities towards Islamic cultured generation: socio-cultural analysis. Linguistics and
Culture Review, 5(1), 180-194.

Z1JEd: Zabags International Journal of Education 15 |Page


https://doi.org/10.61233/zijis.v1i2.6
https://doi.org/10.61233/zijis.v1i1.3

